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Nation Building in Post-Colonial Nigeria

[ntroduction

Since the attainment of inde

| .« dence f o . :
1960, Nigeria has bee ndependence from the British colonial
n faced with the task of building a stable an?l (:::?Ic(:l\;ﬁlr(‘:\rd’;l:g

herculean task has proved : ‘
actualizing the ‘One Nigeria® d en posing a great challenge to the idea of
dominated by the Hausa-Ful rcam. The country is divided along tribal leanings and
de Bast; among tis aver th amlm the North: the Yoruba in the West and the Igbo in
forted UIion. ree hundred ethnic and sub-ethnic units that constitute the
Englan dﬁ:%i::a?;‘?dga ta“ fll(l:llﬁcml creation, with a colonial stamp of “Made in
batfsr Bt il at making a country out of a set of British colonial territories, or
rpub umtmg.polmcauy autonomous neighbouring peoples under British colonial
rule in one c9|omal state. Prior to the amalgamation of the Southern and Northern
PTOteCtOI‘ate_S in 1914 fo.r.easy colonial control, the peoples of the various groups that
were fused lnt(.) one political entity existed independently with autonomous, social and
political organizations. The attainment of independence, according to Professor G.O.
Olusanya provided, Y

A new and exciting opportunity, a fresh adventure in the task of nation-
building, of true development, of the rediscovery of the true identity of the
hitherto colonized peoples and of the ordering of society in such a way as to
take its place amongst the progressive countries of the world.?

This assertion replicates the scenario of the mew country that attained her
independence after a ‘tea party’ in London, unlike what was experienced by most
African countries; who fought to get emancipated from European colonial subjugation.

Post-independent Nigeria soon got enmeshed in series of po}iti?al crises that
continually heated up the polity. These developments served as invitation. to the
military, who struck on January, 15 1966 in a coup d’état to save the country from
collapse. The military take over changed the shape of Nigeran politics 1n the sense
that it implanted political instability in the form of successive military coups and

counter coups. These coups and counter coups were aimed eaf:h time at stopping the
hy and salvaging it from disintegration as well as restoring

ft of the nation to anarC . fr on a .

g;lity and probity into the chequered socio-political and economic life of the c.oEJntry:’
Several other factors, like threat of secession, corruption, election crisis, lack
religious crisis and the Niger-Delta crises

itical ideology, inter-ethnic crisis, .
::f;lgr(l)]gl tcl:ilz:er factorgsyoften reared their ugly heads like the hydra-headed dragons that

threatened the corporate existence of Nigeria.

Concept and Attributes of a Nation hi culture, ethnic origin
o b are common history, » cih
A nation is a group of people Wi so be a sovereign entity whose

YO t. It can al

with 1ts own govemmen ' AL,

:ntd languaginaiftﬁl by a common language and commonly shared attitudes, religious
itizens are
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' s Jaws and government
‘ : ion territor with its own and
sense and behaviour. It is a sovereign t y limits. Oxford Advanced L"’amer‘s

: i its territorial .

' al authority outside of S : eople with th
s leﬁ:}'.:ed a na)t,ion as a country considered 25 2 gml:n%;f:ne Zovemmen: faT?
e d history, who live in a particular area U £ th + The
language, culture and hiS Ys up of people of the same rac,

ibed i large gro
ictionary described it as a country or grou op :
::; ﬂ:z‘;ag;c;lgw;{)ughuogu is of the opinion that a nation in the original sense, 1s a body

. tarical experience and popul
Bt GRople VER: S T laqfuagg.l Cltlll:: '::;“C::’ :;:]s(::n ahlllitt(;g; denolt)es a group ofpht?m:t:
will and living in the same territory.” In | . ) it but have a m
beings that havc‘mucp in .ct:qmmlf)n ml;hp;:;ginblﬁigzlf'l’a ‘:]';‘:I;:hs;;y ,A]thou gh the Wg:;'
political connotation since 1t implies e ouniry, a nation is niot similar to 4
g Con’mo“:yrgsfl?c Zi)ciliaiy:::ger;t t;())fr tfation coincidez with the political concept of
oy Coun;nes;\/t;eas nation-states. Many of the modern states are in this category or are
state are e el e their existence in this way, although there might be disputes and
trying to legitimiz - teness of this. This is because of the usage of the words
contradictions as to the appropriateness ¢ e o o Africa, wh
- try and state to refer to nation-states. This 1s.the situation in Alrica, Where
RN e h d in the post colonial era have their origin in the
majority of the new states that emerge BN lords. followi et
territorial demarcations drawn by the European cg](?mal overlords, following geostrategic
considerations, and regardless of the ethnic origin of the p.eople. E}J,)der.thls e‘th.mc
heterogeneity, the emergent states faced the onerous task of building a cohesive political
base among the people that make up the union, dropping rac1a1., cultqra} aqd re_llglgus
considerations. This has in no mean way posed a great threat to nation building in'Nigeria.
The attributes of a nation include a common history, which implies that a nation is
constructed around a common history; that is chronologically recorded events in the past
which their ancestors went through to establish their home. A common language is the
bedrock of a nation. Without a common language, a nation cannot evolve. Culture, history
and religion are dependent on language.- Common language enhances the communication
and day to day activities of the people living in a specified boundary. This attribute links
the nationals in Diaspora with their root. A defined boundary is another attribute of a
nation. People of the same ancestry, language and culture tend to live together in a clearly
demarcated environment from other people. These factors strongly guarantee their
independence and security. A common religion is also an important though contentious
factor used in defining a nation. Most African nations maintained their indigenous
relig%ous affiliations until the colonial era that distorted this and imposed their own
religion. This development notwithstanding, religious considerations cannot be de-
emphasized in defining a nation.
: These z‘ntribules were possessed by most nations or what is today referred to as
ethnic groups in Nigeria before the amalgamation and colonization of Nigeria. These
ethnic groups were nations that existed independently with indigenous socio-political and

economic institutions before they w s ,
to form Nigeria. y were moulded together by the British colonial overlords

Nigeria in Historical Perspective

The artificial entity referred to as Nigeri : . . . .
of the Ijlor!he.rn and Sout.hc:,rn Protectorates ilngtzr::nza;?jilli?::; ll:ﬁll?fn“iglll;};f aIinalgamatlon
The ar.tlﬁc.lal.lty of Nigeria s boundaries and the sharp cultural differe e
that ng‘?m is merely a British creation.” Prior to the amalgamation ncl:as a{ttest to,the fh
as Nigeria, was comprised of a vast territory inhabited by peoples ’oyd#f;iet':‘?‘_”ﬂ tfx:?c)’

inguistic,
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cultural. ethnic and religious groupin
ups of people were brought

s living i .
ey g Ing in their own separate land mass. These
economic interest. The British ac

nto o ifics .
\ quisiti?)?\ an:iﬁclal nation by the necessity of British
stages, ranging from the annexatio and colonization of Nigeria took successive

) n of :
1886 respectively, thus marking the ﬁli§08|and s proclamation as a colony in 1861 and
people. 900 St phase of British colonization of the Nigerian
In , the enti
wers as a British co‘lrocnl;?og;e ?gg(;“c;'s had come to be recognized by other colonial
southern Nigeria were joined into the e colony and protectorate of Lagos gnd the

developments prepared the g colony and protectorate of Southern Nigeﬁa'j e
ground for the colonization of Nigeria. British colonialism

rovided Nigeria with :
and certain cgommon insalitc;[itcl;:: :‘Ogahonal name, a common capital city, a lingua franca
he new Nigeria. Colonial poliéics ut cmploy.ed dmsive. measures in the administration of
Hational unty." The British coloni were deliberately aimed at preventing the growth Qf

colonial overlords never regarded Nigeria as one people. This

;?se:i\:d\:l:;chn sl:let:;wde and rule s.trat.cgies. adopted by the colonists in admin'!ster'ing
g X stage for ethnic rivalries that later became the bane of Nigeria’s
f\atlonal GSVC]Opfnen't_ By 1960, Nigeria was independent and in the process of attaining
mdepende.nce, _ngerlan leaders ignored this incontestable fact of ethnic heterogeneity and
hurne_dly inherited a federation which consisted of three regions in which one major ethnic
or r}al.txone_ll group was dominant in the respective regions. Today, Nigeria is grappling with
political lflStablhty and the British government, the very architect of the Nigerian state,
have continued to dole out pills for the nation's recovery from this terminal ailment.”” At
independence, Nigerian leaders believed that nation-building was to be easy and an
automatic process, as their independence from the British colonial overlords were got on 2
platter of gold, unlike what obtained in most African states where they paid a heavy price
for their emancipation. This widely held conception turned to be false as Nigeria was
immediately faced with a lot of factors that eventually metamorphosed into crises to
contend with. Unfortunately, close to fifty years after independence, the dream of
actualizing a united, stable and developed Nigeria is still elusive.

Challenges of Nation Building in Nigeria
For a better understanding of the nation building process in Nigeria, it will be

pertinent to view the nation both as a political arrangement and as a cultural phenomenon
that is tied to the development of the state. ‘However, the British colonial overlords that
laid the foundation of Nigeria deliberately discouraged the formation of national identity.
This initial lack of consensus has resulted in numerous political crises that have pitted one
ethnic group against another, as such nation building in post-colonial Nigeria has become 2
deliberate effort to creatc an imagined political community that will foster peace and
unity.” The heterogeneous nature of the country's population, however, has constituted a
challenge to the idea of homogenization, since the division of the Nigerian society, t‘hat is
to say, the Hausa-Fulani in the North, the Yoruba dominated West and the lgbo. in the
East, has been, incompatible with national unity and has thus weakened the social and
political cohesion of the ‘country. This among other factors discussed below, have

constituted a clog in the wheel of nation building in Nigeria.

Colonial Heritage _ N , " .
The people of Nigeria inherited an artificial nation from the British colonial

overlords. The artificiality of the Nigerian nation is seen in the heterogeneity of the ethnic
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ifferent nations j
was supposed to be dift : Mo
istrmic':n and exploitation. Having foypg
Nigeria is now compelled to builq ,
f virtually all the factors lhrealcning

composition. The British colonfsts pulled w(:\ntin
one political and economic u'mt for ecasy a'r?.

herself to be one by the accndc.m of c‘ok.mm |sm.t
united nation on a faulty foundation. This is the root 0

nation building efforts in Nigeria.

icity 'ational Integration in Nigeria -a
E‘h“m%u.\:i(:ixl\; is used to cz?lcgorizc human groups who have a conviction that they haye

have common origin; traditiong
dentity and common goal because they . ‘ : ,
a common identity ! In pre-colonial Nigeria, what is today nicknamed tribes by

. lture. q ’
history, language and culture. I | d the attributes of nationhood. Ethnicit
! ee wa : lities that possessed the attri na icity
the colonists were ethnic nationalill fnatio?\-building in Nigeria. This is because ethnicity

i j tacle to the process 0 ! :
wrénﬁi?z:ltt"ihness on ths part of the ethnic leaders, who advance their selfish mtt.:res! to
Fhe dem‘n;cnt ;>f the national interest. It encourages group loyalty, promotes mediocrity,

Lo { ' eaten national integration and
ad above all. secuonahsn; whhl,cht hzllrsl Iﬁ?“é:_?::iotl?ﬁéz setting were fanned during the
del\'el?ﬁm::;' T:e(;::b?;sn:aggnmglfypoliticil parties were along ethnic lines. At the
gg\:l‘;pmen; of nationalist struggle in Nigeria, the Northern Pcople’s.CorlllgT%S: (NP‘(;) in
the North, the National Council of Nigeria‘; ?snd Cameroon (NCNC) in the East and the

i AG) in the West were formed. .
Action G'I;o:[;i(rst golitical crisis that threatened the existence of Nige.na; - tl'.ne. 1962/63
census and the 1964 Federal elections, respectively had their roots in 'ethmmty. Both
events were related by the fact that their results would decide who wielded absolute
political power in the country. In as much as the allocation of seats in the Federal House of
Representatives was based primarily on the census result, each political party tried to
influence the census results in the region where it controlled. Population census has been a
source of political unrest, which is not peculiar to Nigeria, but to many developing
heterogeneous societies.' Politicians seized this opportunity to cause mischief in order to
achieve their selfish interests. Records of census crises in Nigeria abound starting from the
1962 census crisis to the 1963 census which also came with its own controversies. The
then governor of Eastern region, Dr. M. I Okpara and his Mid-western counterpart, Chief
Dennis Osadebey in collaboration with the Action Group (AG) rejected the census figure
on !lgc.gro'unds that the figures were highly inflated in favour of the northern region.'” The
politicization of the census figures became a recurrent decimal in Nigerian post colonial
history. All the census exercises conducted in the post independence Nigeria were
manipulated to favour a section of the country (the North) to the detriment of the Southern

1991 censuses. The 2004 census results were also rej
91 Jected by most st
Nigeria ’(I)‘rlll the g;gunds that the results arbitrarily favoured the Ni;rth S e
e embers of political controversy and disquiet in Nigeria
' i quiet in Nigeria were apaj '
1964 during the Federal elections of (hat year."® There were poglitical alliancg::;naflz:::;dﬂ::
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elections have continued ¢
0 clude Nigeri .

1983, 1998/99, 2003 an 1gerians since independ

malpractices. The 1993 el?:ct?go 7 clections in Nigeria paer:n(r:sér:::le ;96:ieclt9£i
Nigerian history was annulled bn e was adjudged the freest and fairest yelect'on in
The hope of having a credible ylthe: m!!ttary government of General 1. B Baba:\gida
chimera, unless the reco e ectllon in Nigeria in the near future i:v. tl;min into a;
Electoral Reform Commis:;::]c?: ;}(101;8 of the Justice Mohammed Uwais gheadc.'-,d

i i
Nigeria in no mean way were fa mplemented to the letter. These political crises in

. nned by cthni - :
aten ’ : .8 y ethnic chauvi
thre Nigeria’s socio-political development. nism and thus continued to

Military Intervention in Politics

Nigerian politi ' g ,
Ve 8 agnated the pace of socio- political and economic

development. The political crisi g g
. | tical crisis that rocked Nigeria in the early years of her
independence served as invitation to the military. The mili ik
country from collapse.2° ry. The military had to strike to save the

i Since the successful coup of January 15, 1966, there had been successive
military coups and counter coups; the July 1966 coup, July 1975, February 1976
botched coup, December 1983, August 1985 and the Abacha palace coup of August
27,_ 1993. These coups left big scars on the face of Nigeria as each left the country with
a -ll_tany of problems to contend with. Of Nigeria's fifty years of independence, the
military spent thirty one years in governance. These developments exposed the country
to political instability as there were constant changes in government which hindered
continuity in government policies. There were ethnic undertones in all the coups in
Nigeria. The Northerners saw the Chukwuma Kaduna Nzeogwu led coup of January
1966 as a coup masterminded by the Igbo and thus retaliated in the July, 1966 coup
that brought General Yakubu Gowon to power. The North continued to hold sway in
both military and civilian governments of Nigeria until the return to civil rule in 1999.

_ Threat of Secession . - ; :
The issue of secession was an offshoot of inter-ethnic rivalry, which had its

root before independence. The Chief Anthony Enahoro’s 1953 motion for self-
government for Nigeria in 1956 triggered resentment from the Northerners, hence the
secessionist threat from the Northern region.‘I The proposal to separate Lagos from
Western region, which the Egbe Omo Oduduwa rejected, almost made the Westerners
to moot secession. K .

The most promincnt gecessionist move ngenat} history was the move by
the Eastern region led by Chkwuemeka Oc}umegwu Ojukwu as a result of the
marginalization of the region, and the pogrom in the North where thou§ands of people
of Igbo extraction were massacred with the Federal govc_rnment keeping mute“about
the development. The quit notice given to the Easterners in the North; aqd th'e Nortt,x,
for Northerners, West for Westerners, East for Easterners, and the federation 15 for all
Campagn,22 worsened the situation. These developments led to the declarat\9n of th.e
Republic of Biafra by General Ojukwu, the then Governor of Eastern Re.glOIT. This
culminated into a thirty-month civil war that almost destroyed the unity of Nigeria.
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| exist. The Mov
yovemen!s sti AL
1 he presentday g, scesonit MRS GSO) led by Chief Ry
e U"“cd N"”()"S (UN) and 0

fo “tuali
Ur'thc r‘\u\mhmlion of the Sovereign St the :
Wazutike hag made several representation® o T e Movement for the Sury N
world h\‘di(‘ﬂ for the reco nition of the "h\rﬂ\" State. : on of the Ni Va
| cog ot for the fimancipatiot 'Ber-Dely

Niger Delta peoples’ Volunteer Forcy
rian Union. Some of (h,,

nality for their CONtinygy

& "30 Ogoni people (MOSOD), the Moveme
(MEND) and the Mujahid Dokubo Asart$ ’ he Nige
(NDPVE), are examples of freedom fighters among f ditio
clamour for outright severance while others gave con
stay in the union,
Religious Intolerance d religi

Nigeria is a complex socie erse cultural an B0 Broup
AR \\th\g (\ [\ghﬂdlkl?;

ty made up of div

mutual suspicion, distrug;
gerians which has, at times, threatened ang
of the country. The process of nation.
have often been punctuatcd by conflicts
w of religious jingoism.*

Religious diversity has tended to generale

intolerance and conflicts among Ni
endangered the corporate existence
building in Nigeria is well known to
which have been dictated by unmitigated sho

_ Religious intolerance is a major obstacle to national integration. The two
domlqant religions in Nigeria are Islam in the North and Christianity in the South.
Nll_gepan history .is replete with cases of religious riots between the two dominant
r;}l lggc‘r?:sw?u?s;y gll ot:: Mus..lim'dom_inntf;d north..E(hno-religious violence started in

h With the y Maitatsine riots in Kano in 1980, where about 4, 177 people
were killed.Z Since then, Nigeria had recorded numerous religious riots which include
lhc_.Go.mbe Mayhem of 1985, Kafanchan riot of 1987 and the Jihad of 1991 by th
Shiite in Katsina. There were also the Kano riot of 1991 directed agai e
crusade of Reverend Reinhard Bonke, the Funtua crisis of 139388:;:: Sélhe E_TOPOSCd
;\;’iﬁ;‘cﬁﬂ?zgga& ;:tls.etllpc.i the consequent reprisal attacks in Aba z:rl:i é):i?;h?lf
The most recent of the religiou;gc::il;isscigsll\?i:l;?n(ilrmm;d 104804 ved. Ad propettes
Boko Haran Islamic sect in Borno and Bauchi Statesa :); l\?i l??m%‘?\,‘ 200‘9 bt e
governments hav; not yet devised measures in checkin gtht:m.‘ i
Inquiry are constituted to ascertain the causes of each R i T el W
o~ WOl'lll_g bca;cht under the carpet, riot, of which the report at the

e adoption of State religi -

System in someNorthern stu(eﬁ o:fu?:eth‘% ;:rgs;:;]ucgt msututi(_m of Sharia Legal
g'slnwgrallon in Nigeria. Sharia Legal System was nﬁ ﬂVt:i COﬂll[‘lued R
s(:an?er_Zamfara State Governor, Alhaji Ahmed Sani rYSt adopted in Nigeria by the
es in the North followed suit and thi erima in 1999. Many other

resulted in the loss of li . this development led to seri i
‘ . oss of lives and properties, The establish Joderion. o orces ik
ls.agqmst the provision of Section 10 of the 1999'8 ment of State religion and law
Nigeria has persisted because of the inability of th S o Roligious arlas 2
€ government at the centre to bring

the perpetrators to justice. Religious i
0. TH N y glous lnt 1
political stability and religious harmony inoﬁif:::i: 1S a great threat to national unity,
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Constitution

A people orie

4 nted constituti '
i i1di "Yadg stitution is or
!m(mn building. In Nigeria, the jssue o |m\c 0
independence was done by 1) " e

flr‘ the basic ingredients for effective
: ing and amendin itution si
ittt . 1¢ milita g constitution since
constitutions of Nigeria were 1 ry. Apart from the 1963 constitution, all other
military governments had in vm.mmc under military tutelage and nvcrsig'ht % The
sivill ‘ 10us situati g 9,
to the civilian gove : ations prepared and handed down constituti
constitution “mkﬁ‘g i::::\‘:\‘l“'s Wllhmn.“‘c peoples input. A cardinaln;ri:Z:g;:K;:
ol amendments of jhc‘ cz::gﬁt'h:l\.t itis the ‘original act' of the people. The drafting
> . h utio { ) h
constituent units. This problem h n should be the collective duty of the entire

ximripap i o ulsboned as continued to linger in Nigeria, in the sense that
¢ by the current National Assembly at restructuring and

amending the 1999 constituti .
woefully. nstitution designed under the military government has failed

Leadership, Political Parties and Ideology

Nigeriarlj::%)?:::x(Sg;‘:miggg‘:?:e?:ﬁ lacked a national leader. 1.cadership in the
6 ability th Hs abave 61 Sthl L political maturity and wisdom, sclﬂessness,' and
<vective.? Thi s ethnic group ar}d agproach problems from a na-tmnal
perspective. is cannot be realized in Nigeria with the current craze for zoning of
the preSI.dency, as the political leaders are not working towards having a de-tribalised
leadershlg, rthe.r every ethnic group is craving to have a test of the coveted seat.
ngena is bereft of a national political party as the political parties are formed
along ethnic lines. Clear ideologies are also lacking, as the political parties are built
around parochial interests, rather than around institutions. These have adversely
affected Nigeria’s national interest when it negates the personal interest of the leaders.

Revenue Allocation, Resource Control and the Niger Delta Crises.
The clamour for resource control and a workable revenue allocation formula

are contentious issues that continue to threaten the unity of the Nigerian state. The
problem of an acceptable revenue allocation formula, to a greater extent, promoted the
clamour for resource control®,

At the centre stage of the agitation for resource control in Nigeria are the
minority nationalities of the Niger Delta Region who produce the oil which form the
mainstay of Nigeria’s revenuc base?. Their agitation is based on the premise that when
the Northern Region was producing the wealth of the nation, the principle of
derivation dominated revenue allocation. But since the discovery and exploration of oil
from the minority areas (the South-South), the minority interest had 'been _played
down®. The crises in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria took different dimensions as
the people who produce the wealth of the nation 'h.avc too}< up arms in gonﬂlct wnith the
government demanding for a better living condition. This crisis has lingered with no
meaningful and sincere measure put in place to address the demands of the Niger Delta
people. The creation of a Ministry of Niger Delta and amnesty programme of President

Umaru Yar’Adua has not made any meaningful impact on the live's of the people. This
factor is like a keg of gun powder waiting to explode, and has seriously threatened the

peace, unity and stability of Nigeria.
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Conclusion: The Way Forward Nigeria has suffered more setback than gye,

i ilding process in ' : ]
i I;'lnon :I:g:lld gbcpmadc to reinvigorate the struggledfo':a;ol:]';;‘?dteN'ge.na.
aVn:ri (t)l:l:sg(e)v :r:‘s“ems have put some measurcs on ground towards Ntegration

: ervice Sc '
These measures include state creation, the National Youth Corps 5 heme, the

o vernment policies geared towsg,
Federal Character Co.mmfs§lon amo;lg 0‘:'1::“3“(;5 have made little or no mpa:j:t
achieving the ‘one Nigeria' goal. These ing to the ethnic heterogeneity gn4
igeria's nation building programme owing
towards Nigeria's n the one hand and the people on (he
lack of commitment on the part of the lcade'rs on the people and
k of nation building is a social contract l?etween peop t
(E, A0 A te abli mmitment towards the course of
government and thus each party is ?]bh%;d l;o SIs]l(l):;n‘l::d and the. positive: aspect of
ion. ic chauvinism should be . Sl
S:zn::ct::;;cig:“;hould be adopted to promote nationz}llsm, development, sohd.amy
and national development’'. We must all get involvec! in all. sl?heres ’of leaders'hlp as
half of the battle in overcoming the challenges of nation building. Hlstf)r?' begin and
end with us as individuals and the commitment and sacrifices we are willing to make
in the public interest and in the interest of our land*2. ) .

Proper delineation of electoral wards and constituencies should be done for
equal representation at the National Assembly while electoral reforms and the conduct
of free and fair elections should be guaranteed. Creation of equal states among the six
geo-political zones for equitable distribution of the national cake should be done as a
matter of urgency. The government should create enabling environment for investors,
employment opportunities for youths and as well provide the basic amenities of life for
the people. The people on their part should perform their civic responsibilities and
pursue national rather than parochial interests. These measures when conscientiously

put in place would enhance national unity, stability and integration, otherwise, the end
is near for Nigeria.
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